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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-12 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) ^ Claim(s) 10 and 1 1 is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1-9 and 12 is/are rejected. 

7) \Z\ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)\Z\ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)Q All b)Q Some * c)Q None of: 

1 0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20101025 



Application/Control Number: 10/562,271 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3723 

DETAILED ACTION 



1 . At the outset, upon further consideration, the Finality of the Office Action mailed 
15 July 2010 is hereby withdrawn and action upon claims 1-12 now follows. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one 
skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention. 

In claim 1, lines 4-5, the limitation that the bristle unit moves in an "oscillating" 
manner is not originally supported and therefore constitutes new matter. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 
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5. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lamond et 
al. 5,875,510 (hereinafter Lamond). 

As for claim 12, the patent to Lamond discloses a toothbrush in Figs. 1-9 
comprising a brushhead assembly 2 which includes an attachment system at body 
portion 12, a handle 4 to which the brushhead assembly 2 is removably attachable, the 
handle 4 having a fixed receiving portion with a cavity or hollow part 24 or even at 
hollow center 36 of collar 32 (Figs. 7-9; col. 3, lines 54-65), at an upper end thereof, into 
which a lower portion of the attachment system fits, wherein the brushhead assembly 2 
includes a first part which could be nib 46 which mates with a first part at slot 48 9fig. 8) 
on the hollow portion of the fixed receiving portion to prevent rotational movement of the 
brushhead assembly relative to the handle (col. 4, lines 3-5) and a second, separate 
part at wing 14 and front edge 49 or at pin 44 which mates with a second, separate part 
at surface 50 or at aperture(s) 28 (Figs. 2, 3 and 9; col. 4, lines 5-7) of the receiving 
portion to positively prevent translational movement of the brushhead assembly relative 
to the handle, wherein the attachment system is configured and arranged to permit the 
brushhead assembly to be removed from the handle or inserted into the handle linearly, 
without rotation of the brushhead assembly relative to the handle (col. 4, lines 7-12). As 
for the preamble reciting "[A] power toothbrush", no patentable weight has been given 
to such term "power" here absent any further structure or specificity in the claim. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1 0 and 1 1 are allowed. 
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Claims 1-9 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 1st paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-12 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Randall Chin whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1270. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday and every 
other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Hail can be reached on (571) 272-4485. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Randall Chin/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3723 



